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sustain the teaching of the Swedish master, has
allowed itself to become a backwater instead of keep-
ing its rightful place as the original source of psychic
knowledge. When, the Spiritualistic movement broke
out in 1848, and when men like Andrew Jackson
Davis supported it with philosophic writings and
psychic powers which can hardly be distinguished
from those of Swedenborg, the New Church would
have been well advised to hail this development as
being on the lines indicated by their leader. Instead
of doing so, they have preferred, for some reason
which is difficult to understand, to exaggerate every
point of difference and ignore every point of resem-
blance, until the two bodies have drifted into a posi-
tion of hostility. In point of fact, every Spiritualist
should honour Swedenborg, and his bust should be in
every Spiritualist temple, as being the first and great-
est of modern mediums. On the other hand, the
New Church should sink any small differences and
join heartily in the new movement, contributing their
churches and organization to the common cause.

It is difficult on examining Swedenborg's life to
discover what are the causes which make his present-
day followers look askance at other psychic bodies.
What he did then is what they do now. Speaking of
Polhem's death the seer says : " He died on Monday
and spoke with me on Thursday. I was invited to the
funeral. He saw the hearse and saw them let .down the
coffin into the grave. He conversed with me as it
was going on, asking me why they had buried him
when he was alive. When the priest pronounced that